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To our dear families, 

It is with very mixed emotions that I write to you in this Newsletter Article. You see, on one hand I have 

been so very proud of the way that our school community has drawn together to work for the good of one 

another. I have also been amazed at the courage and hard work that our staff have displayed given the situa-

tion we are currently in. I have been very pleased to see the way our students have been calm and flexible in 

adopting some changes we have put in place at school in response to COVID-19. I am feeling for you guys, 

our families, who are no doubt wondering what the future holds. Let’s be honest, these are uncertain times 

for all of us. Personally I know that there are many conversations going on in my household that I have never 

had to have before. So please, for what it’s worth, can I offer you some advice at this time? 

1. Be careful what you say to your children as a parent/guardian. You are encouraged to talk to your 

children about COVID-19. They need to know that it is ok to talk about it. Ask them how they are 

feeling about it. Always assure them that you will keep them safe, but that life will look different for a 

while. 

2. Be careful of how your child is informed. Think about what news you are listening to or talking about 

to friends within earshot of your children. They could easily pick up bits and pieces of information and 

draw some wrong conclusions.  

3. Look after yourself. If you are struggling, reach out to those around you and if you have nowhere to 

go, please know that the school is only a phone call away (64521955). 

4. Be as calm as you can be. One thing we know about our brains is that “calm brains produce the best 

outcomes.” Our children seem to have a ‘sixth sense’ for how we are feeling and tend to mirror this 

behaviour. The calmer you can be, the calmer your children will also be. 

5. Now for the big one… Do I keep my kids home or send them to school:  

You are probably wondering what to do with your children at this time. Do I keep them home or do I 

send them to school. Now is not a time to judge each other, but to support one another and make this 

decision based on what is right for you and your family. As the Principal of this school, I want you to 

know that whatever you choose to do we will support your decision wholeheartedly. As a matter of 

fact on Monday 80% of our students were at school and on Tuesday 65% were at school. At this point 

in time, advice from national Public Health officials remains clear that schools are safe to remain open 

for students and staff. You need to know that if you choose to send your children to school that all of 

our staff are doing a fantastic job of cleaning hard surfaces, regularly reinforcing handwashing and good 

hygiene and doing our best to ensure social distancing is adhered to. We are keeping the school envi-

ronment as ‘normal’ as possible by continuing to have a theme for the week and regular routines. This 

week’s theme is “Brighten up someone else’s week.”  

If you choose to keep your children at home, we will do everything we can to help them to continue their 

learning. We support this decision you as a family have chosen and will provide you with a ‘Learning From 

Home Pack’ designed to cover the curriculum for the next few weeks (this will officially be available on 

Wednesday). Reading many social media posts, it is also clear that some parents are finding this a very daunt-

ing prospect and you will have many questions you are asking yourself. Am I going to be able to help my 

child? I am not a teacher, what do I do? What if my child refuses to do school work for me? Do I have to 

make them do 6 hours per day? The answers to this are, no you don’t have to make them do 6 hours per 

day and also that like adults, all children learn in different ways. Where one child will sit down at the table 

and do an hour of Maths worksheets, another child will more happily help folding the washing or cut fire-

wood sticks and use their brain in this more practical way. My suggestion is that whatever you are doing as a 

family, that you as the parent/guardian do it WITH your children. That will help them the most at this time 

and provide them with an emotionally positive experience. To know that they have a trusted adult who is 

there and working WITH them is the key. The main goal is to keep our children’s brains active and positive.  



When your family are learning from home, I certainly would encourage a daily routine where your child 

wakes up at the same time each day, eats at regular times, has jobs to do around the house and has some 

time where they sit and do tasks that are numeracy and literacy based. This can be achieved through literacy 

and numeracy games as well as worksheets. I encourage you to make a poster or checklist that has your dai-

ly routine on it and put it on the fridge or table so that your children know what they have achieved and 

what they need to do next. One idea I heard that I think is great is that they were going to buy a special 

journal from the Reject Shop and that each day their child would write and draw what they had been doing 

in that day (like a journal). Some of you are also probably wondering what to do with technology (if you have 

access to it). At the end of this article I have some good websites (that I found on a Facebook page) that you 

may choose to explore WITH your children.  

So families, I will continue to attempt to keep everyone as updated with information as I can. I know that the 

hardest thing at the moment is NOT KNOWING what is going to happen. I will be in contact with families 

through Facebook posts, through letters that go home and if needed through individual phone calls. We care 

deeply for you and your children and let’s continue to adopt our TEAM (Together Everyone Achieves More) 

approach as we move forward. What a bunch of amazing people we have in our school community! 

As always, I thank you for your ongoing support at this time. 

Mr Josh Smith  











CONTACT DETAILS 

Dates To Remember
MARCH

Every Wednesday

 9:00am to 10:00am

Mother Goose – Birth to 5 years - CANCELLED until further notice.

 

Every Friday

 9:00am to 10:30am

Launchpad – Birth to 5 years - CANCELLED until further notice

 

APRIL

Thursday 9th Student Free Day

Friday 10th End of Term 1 (Good Friday)

Monday 27th Start of Term 2
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