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In Prep Gale we have been creating picture books. As authors the children created a story about 

Barty’s Hat. They made sure there was a beginning, middle and end in their story and created an Uh-

Oh moment to make the story interesting for their readers. The children have enjoyed becoming au-

thors, illustrators and editors.  
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Good News: Student Wellbeing Survey 

Every year, our students are asked a whole range of questions about their school 

and their own wellbeing. This happens in every public school in Tasmania. We use 

this data to help us monitor how our school is tracking and what areas we should 

try to improve in. Here are some of the findings: 

Bullying data has improved significantly! 

In all areas (physical, verbal, social and cyber) our bullying data has improved in 2022 compared with pre-

vious years. We have improved across the four areas by 16.25% which, when compared with the Tasmanian 

Schools Average, we are either ahead of the schools or even with them. This is a huge improvement as in 2019 

we were a long way behind the state average. Some of the reasons we believe this has improved is because of 

the way our staff proactively teach about empathy through the value of “Be a Friend.” When bullying occurs, we 

are very open with families about this and seek to find a way to restore the situation. Of course, some instances 

of bullying are much harder to deal with than others, so we know that this is an area that we must continue to 

work hard in.  

Students are feeling Safer at school! 
When asked about student safety, students are reporting that in 2022 they feel much safer at school than 

previous years. As a matter of fact, 22% safer. This is 7% ahead of the Tasmanian state average, which is 

something to celebrate. We have historically been well behind in this area for many years. We have made some 

decisions in 2022 around supervision that may be a contributing factor for this. Again, with our staff proactively 

teaching about the importance of being and feeling safe through our school value of “Be Safe,” we feel this is 

having an impact and our data suggests it most definitely is. 
  

We still have plenty of work to do 
We know that in any school, we can always improve. For instance the student data shows that we need to put 

some work into “School Climate,” which has actually improved each year, but not as much as we were planning 

for. This will feature in next year’s School Improvement Plan. One other piece of data that stands out is a drop 

off in some of the Year 6 wellbeing data when compared to other year levels. We will be investigating this 

further and our hunch is that it may be linked to worries they may have about changing schools at the end of 

Year 6.  

On a whole, the results of this survey allow us to celebrate some “wins” in the school over the past four years. 

We will not take the foot off the pedal, but rather we will put plans in place to make sure that we keep heading 

in a positive direction.  

2023 STAFFING ANNOUNCEMENT 

Now that our student numbers are growing (we are currently at 206 and climbing), we have advertised for an 

Assistant Principal. I have some very exciting news that will help us continue to head in a positive direction and 

that is the announcement that Lindsey Blake will be our Assistant Principal for 2023. Lindsey currently is an 

Assistant Principal at Smithton High School and we welcome her to our school in this capacity. She brings a huge 

amount of knowledge, passion and experience to our school that I have no doubt will allow us as a school to 

make more steps forward in 2023.  

As always, and especially given this time of the year, I thank everyone for working positively with the school 

as we remember that it is all about our students and their learning! 

Thanks,  

 

 



What’s happening in 3/4 J 
Everyone has settled in nicely this term. Our classroom has been calm and quiet (most of the time!) and students are 

relaxed and enjoying being back at school. We welcome our newest class member, Miah and her family. We hope 

you enjoy being in our class as much as we do, Miah! 

English - This term we are looking at narratives and 

poetry in English where students are discovering 

their ability to be creative in their writing. They are 

building their vocabulary by using and understanding 

a variety of different words through reading different 

texts and applying it to their writing. 

In Maths we have been learning about different 

ways to multiply 2-digit numbers and making 

connections with addition. We have counted 

change and are practising writing a budget for 

our class BBQ at the end of the term. The 

BBQ is our reward for positive behaviour 

throughout the term. 

Science – What fun we have had with science 

this term. We have experimented with a variety 

of games to identify the push and pull force that 

effects objects in the games. We learnt how to 

write a scientific prediction and draw scientific 

diagrams correctly. We discovered the effects of 

gravity on the Earth and objects that we use.  

This term in HASS we will be learning 

about map conventions, different 

types of maps, where other countries 

are in relation to Australia and under-

standing our environment. 

This is friction frog. We had to use the string at the back of the frog to create a 

contact force between 2 objects (friction) to make him move up the string.  



       Smithton Primary School Association 
 

      1 x Parent Vacancy 

The Smithton Primary School Association has a vacancy for a Parent Representative.  
 

The School Association is an important part of the school, working with the Principal to achieve shared 

outcomes for our students and for the benefit of the whole school community. 
 

If you are interested in nominating for the position or would like more information, please see Meredith 

at the school office by Friday 18th November. 
 

The Annual General Meeting of the Association will be held on Thursday 24th November at 

5:00pm at Smithton Primary School 

 Always includes everyone and makes them feel welcome. 

 Is always respectful and is willing to do anything that is asked of her. 

 She always perseveres when faced with a challenge. 

Aussie of the Month - October 

Olivia 





CONTACT DETAILS 

27 - 43 Grant Street, Smithton, TAS, 7330 

Phone  03 6452 1955 

Email   smithton.primary@decyp.tas.gov.au 

Web  www.decyp.tas.gov.au   

2022 School Term Dates 

Term 1 Wednesday 9th February to Wednesday 13th April 

Term 2 Monday 2nd May to Friday 8th July 

Term 3 Tuesday 26th July to Friday 30th September 

Term 4 Monday 17th October to Wednesday 21st December 

Dates To Remember 

November  
Thursday 10th and 24th - 9:00am to 10:30am 

(Session on the 17th has been cancelled) Pre-Kinder 

Every Friday - 9:00am to 10:00am Launch Pad - Birth to 5 Years 

Friday 25th Orientation Day for Year 6 students at Smithton High 

Monday 21st November to Friday 2nd December Year 3 to 6 Swimming and Water Safety Program 

December  

Thursday 1st and 8th - 9:00am to 10:30am Pre-Kinder - Last session is on 8th December 

Friday 2nd and 9th - 9:00am to 10:00am Launch Pad - Birth to 5 Years - Last session is on 9th December 

Thursday 8th to Friday 9th Year 6 Trip (TBA) 

Wednesday 14th Year 6 Dinner (TBA) 

Tuesday 20th End of Year Assembly  

Wednesday 21st Last day for students - Whole school picnic (K-6) 

2023 School Term Dates 

Term 1 Wednesday 8th February to Wednesday 5th April 

Term 2 Wednesday 26th April to Friday 7th July 

Term 3 Tuesday 25th July to Friday 29th September 

Term 4 Monday 16th October to Thursday 21st December 

Student Free Days 

Tuesday 7th February 

Thursday 6th April 

Monday 24th July 

Friday 3rd November 
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