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We were very excited in 1/2 Goodwin recently when we got some new class pets. We now have two leaf in-

sects , one stick insect and 80 eggs!! 

We now know that these insects have exoskeletons which means that their skeleton is on the outside of their 

bodies and sheds every few months as they grow. 

We know that they love to eat fresh gum leaves and Lilli Pillies. We also know that they are great hiders and we 

spend a lot of time looking for them in the tank. 

Their names are King, Dolly, MJ (aka Michael Jackson) and Sneaky. Sneaky is our first baby that has hatched from 

our eggs. 

If you are walking past our room of a morning, feel free to pop in and have a visit. 



Dear Families, 

We’ve had a fantastic last two weeks with excitement all 

around the school with various activities including: 

National Simultaneous Story Time   

We joined every student across the nation to participate in reading the book “The Speedy Sloth” with Shannon Heald in 

the Assembly Hall.   

3-6 CHSSSA Cross Country  

Well done to our students who participated in Stanley at the combined Cluster Cross Country. Every student repre-

sented our school amazingly and the following students will compete in the NWPSSA Carnival in Ulverstone today:  

Coden, Lachlan, Hunter, Lila-Rae, Jandre, Jett S, Jhett H, Cash and Tahli.  

Aussie of the Month  

Well done to Lila-Rae who won the Aussie of the Month award for May. She won this award due to her high levels of care 

and empathy for others, always making other people feel welcome and special.  

 

The Dairy Industry  

Our school has had an explosion of Dairy based learning with Smoothie the cow coming in as 

we paint her over the coming weeks as a part of Picasso’s cow. We have had multiple ex-

cursions, a Saputo cooking challenge and a large amount of engagement with our largest local 

industry. Next term we will be rearing more calves too which will be a highlight no doubt. A 

huge thank you to Miss Nichols who has led this.  

 

 

 

Year 6 Transition  

Thanks to Mrs Watts and two ex-Smithton Primary 

Students, who came “across the duck” to our school 

to speak with our Year 6s about high school.  

 

 

Brixhibition  

A large number of students entered creations in the Brixhibition with the following students winning their year level 

divisions: 1/2 - Riley, 3/4 - Ace and 5/6 - Jhett.  

School Choir  

Shannon, Mrs Gausden and Tiahna Gausden have been inspiring a group of 20 students every Wednesday at lunchtime to 

learn how to sing as a part of a choir. For those of you that are not familiar with our school history, we used to be quite 

well known for our choir, in which Shannon was a part of as a child. It is great to see this happening once again in our 

school.  

 

 

 



Farewell Mrs McMaster 

I would like to now farewell Christine McMaster who has been at Smithton Primary for 33 years in the 

capacity of a Teacher’s Assistant in the Early Years and has officially retired recently. We thank 

Christine for her hard work over a long period of time to bring about positive outcomes for so many 

students over those 33 years. Christine was amazing at what she did and says that she has very fond 

memories of the school, particularly the years surrounding her own two sons coming to Smithton 

Primary. We wish Christine all the best for the next stage of her life and want her to know that she is 

Let’s continue to work together to bring about positive outcomes for each and every one of these 238 students in this 

school. What amazing things are continuing to happen here.  

Thanks,  

 



Our class has been working tirelessly on Place Value and the students gathered to-
gether to become Place Value detective squads. They were given identity cards with 
their detective names on it. They then had a notebook to record any clues that they 
found using place value to determine the answer to the clues. Working with a booklet 

students had to compile the answers to each clue to find out ‘Whodunnit!!’ 



Feel free to contact me at the school if you would like to discuss this topic. 

Nurse Rob - School Health Nurse 

Does your child spend too much time with a screen? 

The World Health Organisation recommends:  

• no more than 2 hours per day for children over the age of 4 

• no more than 1 hour per day for children 2-4 years old 

• and no screen time for babies under 1 year old. 

Risks associated with screen time include poor posture, vision problems and unrealistic expectations. 

Encourage children to balance screen time with ‘green time’. Spending time outdoors is great for  

physical and mental health. 

Screen Time 



My favourite part of the excursion was getting to see around the factory and watching 

carnation cream be packed and ready to be shipped to Melbourne - Kuturah 

My favourite part of the excursion was getting to explore the dairy - Milly 

My favourite part of the excursion was watching the workers put the cups on 

the cows and putting my finger into it to feel the suction of the cup - Cash 

I enjoyed watching the cream being packed in little boxes - Lucas 

My favourite part was getting the beanies - Brie 

I enjoyed watching the robots wrap up the boxes ready for shipping - Brock 

A big thank you to  the Nichols family who opened up their farm/

dairy to the class and explained the process so well, the Dutch Mill at 

Edith Creek for giving the class a tour of the factory and The Pavilion 

who treated the children to some dairy based products.  





The Year 6 fundraiser last Wednesday was a huge success. Thank you to 

Miss Nichols for organising it, her Year 6 helpers and Mrs Blizzard for 

getting all the milkshakes out on the day.  

$362 was raised. It was a tremendous effort!! 

Last Thursday 5-6 Nichols undertook the Saputo 

challenge making dairy based dishes for judging by 

Mark and Susan from Saputo. Thank you to Saputo 

for their kind donations. 





CONTACT DETAILS 

27 - 43 Grant Street, Smithton, TAS, 7330 

Phone  03 6452 1955 

Email   smithton.primary@decyp.tas.gov.au 

Web  www.decyp.tas.gov.au   

2023 School Term Dates 

Term 1 Wednesday 8th February to Wednesday 5th April 

Term 2 Wednesday 26th April to Friday 7th July 

Term 3 Tuesday 25th July to Friday 29th September 

Term 4 Monday 16th October to Thursday 21st December 

Student Free Days 

Tuesday 7th February 

Thursday 6th April 

Monday 24th July 

Friday 3rd November 

Dates To Remember 

June 

Every Monday - 11:15am to 12:30pm Launching into Learning - Mother Goose with Mrs Charles (Birth - 5 years) 

Every Friday - 9:00am to 10:00am Launching into Learning  - Launchpad with Mrs Charles (Birth - 5 Years) 

Wednesday 7th NWPSSA Cross Country 

Thursday 8th to Friday 9th Year 6 trip 

Monday 12th Public Holiday - King’s Birthday 

Wednesday 21st School Photos  

July 

Every Monday - 11:15am to 12:30pm Launching into Learning - Mother Goose with Mrs Charles (Birth - 5 years) 

Every Friday - 9:00am to 10:00am Launching into Learning  - Launchpad with Mrs Charles (Birth - 5 Years) 

Friday 7th Last day of term for Students 
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