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In Maths, we have been learning about measurement. We investigated the length of objects including who 

was the tallest in our class. We are using scales to investigate what is heavy and light. We figured out that 

the iPad with the cover on it is 236 pebbles heavy.  



Dear Families,  

This newsletter I’ll do something a little different and dedicate my section to Michelle Ewington who has de-

cided to retire recently. Michelle has spent 47 combined years of her life working in public service, working 

firstly in nursing and secondly in education. When asked which profession she likes the most, that’s like being 

asked who is your favourite child. She mentioned that both careers have allowed her to work with some 

amazing colleagues, patients, families and children. Michelle’s goal was always to support and care for others 

regardless of their given circumstances and she certainly succeeded with that.  

In her time working at Smithton Primary, Michelle was predominantly the Literacy Coach and implemented 

many improvements in our Literacy/English Program. While she says that she is not “the guru” in that area, she 

was an amazing coach who was able to bring about improvements in teacher practice and student learning 

outcomes. As a leader in the school, Michelle’s wisdom has often been drawn on by myself and others when 

there were decisions to be made and she certainly taught me two things (plus a whole lot more): 

Asking yourself “What is the purpose?” 

It’s about the kids and their learning.   

Michelle’s passion for staff and student growth was evident. She has a deep care for not just academic growth, 

but also for personal growth. Many students admired Michelle and were so keen to drop into her office to show 

pieces of writing or read to her, knowing that she would be so excited about the growth in their reading. I want 

to also acknowledge that Michelle was like a solid rock for the school over several years, often stepping outside 

of her role to make sure what had to be done was done; and this was even more evident through some of the 

tougher years that the school went through.  

Michelle taught me that while our roles at school are important, they are not as important as the roles we play 

in our own families and she certainly contributed to myself being a better father and husband. I admired the way 

that Michelle would be honest with me during leadership meetings and even if she disagreed with a decision I 

had made, she would support me 100%, no questions asked. From what I have seen of Michelle in my few years 

here at SPS, I describe her as wise, loyal, courageous and REAL. Whilst she will be missed here at SPS, on behalf 

of the whole school community I want to thank Michelle for her service and wish her all the best through her 

retirement.  

And although Mr Tuxworth does a good job in the Breakfast Club, let’s be honest, he’s like the apprentice… 

while Michelle was the master! 

Wishing Michelle all the best for retirement, 

 

 

Michelle 
Happy Retirement 



Last week we held our own Brixhibition where students were given the  

opportunity to free build with  Lego.  There were three age group categories: 

Year 1-2, 3-4 and 5-6. 

The winners were: 

 Year 1-2  -  Riley B  Year 3-4  -  Ace  Year 5-6  -  Jhett 
 

The Kinder/Preps were also given the opportunity to create a build in their 

STEAM lesson. The winner in their category was Shiloh. 

Well done to everyone who participated. There were some great creations 

made on the day!! 

Jhett was the overall winner and his build will be sent to compete at the Brix-

hibition in Ulverstone during the school holidays. 



Afterwards, students enjoyed an educational trip to QVMAG, an energy release at the park, a shopping spree at 

Kmart and a feast at Hogs Breath. Day one was rounded off with our arrival at Hagley Farm which was our ac-

commodation for the night. Day two was all about the karts and some fresh rain in the morning meant a slippery 

track for our racers. Slips, slides, and doughnuts were a common occurrence throughout the morning and stu-

dents excitedly watched their peers complete lap after lap of the track. Fortunate weather, good spirits and 

excellent behaviour meant a great camp for all. The Year 6 students represented their school and community 

superbly.  

During week seven the Year 6 students took off on their over-

night camp to Launceston. Excitement was rife in the air as the 

bus departed Smithton towards the first destination, Hollybank 

Treetop Adventure Park. Luckily the rain held out, and up the 

students climbed. Fears were overcome as the students dangled, 

climbed, balanced, and raced across the different obstacles and 

ziplines.  

“Such a good time!” 



“Can we  

go again!” 







Feel free to contact me at the school if you would like to discuss this topic. 

Nurse Rob - School Health Nurse 

Scoliosis 

It is recommended that all school girls in year 5 to 7 participate in the National Self-
Detection Program for Scoliosis. 

Scoliosis is a sideways curve of the spine. It usually develops during early adolescence 
(age 10-13 years) when growth is most rapid. 

After reading the Fact Sheet, if a curvature is seen follow-up with the family doctor is 
recommended.  

Simple instructions to check for scoliosis are in the fact sheets below. More infor-
mation can be found at  https://www.scoliosis-australia.org/  

https://www.scoliosis-australia.org/


 

Premier’s Reading Challenge (Prep – 6) Monday 26th June – Friday 1st September  

We are excited to once again be participating in The Premier’s Reading Challenge at SPS and we would like as 

many students, as possible, to participate in this great event.  

It is not a competition, but rather a personal challenge and is a great opportunity for our students to challenge 

themselves to read as many books as they can in the 10 week period.  

Students will set a personal reading goal for the Challenge and then work towards achieving that goal.  

This year, the rules have changed somewhat to allow student the freedom to choose books they want to read 

for the Challenge.   

They can read books in a variety of formats including print, digital, audiobooks and graphic novels. For younger 

children, a book that is read to them also counts toward their total. 

Larger chapter books can be counted as more than one book – students should please discuss this with their 

teacher regarding how many chapters or pages can be counted as “one book”. 

Completing this Challenge is definitely something to be proud of and we can’t wait to celebrate the reading 

success in our school.  



CONTACT DETAILS 

27 - 43 Grant Street, Smithton, TAS, 7330 

Phone  03 6452 1955 

Email   smithton.primary@decyp.tas.gov.au 

Web  www.decyp.tas.gov.au   

2023 School Term Dates 

Term 1 Wednesday 8th February to Wednesday 5th April 

Term 2 Wednesday 26th April to Friday 7th July 

Term 3 Tuesday 25th July to Friday 29th September 

Term 4 Monday 16th October to Thursday 21st December 

Student Free Days 

Tuesday 7th February 

Thursday 6th April 

Monday 24th July 

Friday 3rd November 

Dates To Remember 

June 

Every Monday - 11:15am to 12:30pm Launching into Learning - Mother Goose with Mrs Charles (Birth - 5 years) 

Every Friday - 9:00am to 10:00am Launching into Learning  - Launchpad with Mrs Charles (Birth - 5 Years) 

July 

Every Monday - 11:15am to 12:30pm Launching into Learning - Mother Goose with Mrs Charles (Birth - 5 years) 

Every Friday - 9:00am to 10:00am Launching into Learning  - Launchpad with Mrs Charles (Birth - 5 Years) 

Tuesday 4th - 9:10am End of Term Assembly 

Friday 7th Last day of term for Students 

Monday 24th Student Free Day 

Tuesday 25th Term 3 starts for students 

mailto:XXX@XXX.tas.gov.au
http://www.education.tas.gov.au

