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Kinder Koala and Kinder Bilby went on an excursion to the Smithton Fire Station and to the library. At the fire 

station we met Chief Matthew and fire fighter Mark. They showed us where they get changed into their special 

clothes that help protect them when they are fighting fires. We got to try on the jackets and helmets that they wear. 

We had a look inside the big fire trucks and even sat in the 4WD 

truck. 

At the library we listened to a story that Sally read us. We 

sang some songs and danced. Sally let us choose some books 

to read and did some colouring. Sally then showed us around 

the library and told us where we could find things. 





Dear Families,  

We continue to sail through Term 3 with plenty happening. We have come to that time of the year where I ask for formal 

feedback from our families. The way that we do this is an online survey. The outcomes of this survey are then analysed in 

November so that when we are planning for 2024, we have feedback around the things we are doing well and the things 

that need improvement. In the last three years, we have had really low participation rates in this survey. I totally un-

derstand why, it’s just another thing to do in your very busy lives. But this year I would really like to ask if I can get heaps 

more people to do the survey please? It really does help me to know what all the parents are thinking, not just 10 of you 

guys. So to complete the survey, here is the link. You can copy the URL into your search engine and off you go: 

https://ncv.microsoft.com/4Lyk5FMfhH 

If this is too technical, we will have a laptop available until the 22nd of September in the office area for you to fill in the 

survey. You can do this at any time in the day from 8:30 – 4:00 and just pop in to do so. We will also send this link out to 

you as a text message, so all you will need to do is press the link on your phone and off you go.  

Father’s Day  

It was so amazing to see so many fathers and father figures in our school to celebrate Father’s Day. This occurred in the 

Kinder and Year 1/2 spaces. As a matter of fact, it was mind-blowing to see the huge numbers and I thank each and every 

one who made the effort to come. It sends a very clear message to our students when people who are special to them are 

willing to sacrifice time to show them that they are important and that their education is important, so well done. A huge 

“well done” also to Mrs Goodwin, Mrs Jackson, Miss Irvine and Mrs Grey who opened the doors of the school to the dads.  

Claire Ann Taylor Performances 

I am still walking around with a smile on my face, humming the tune to Claire

-Ann Taylor’s songs after our awesome concerts. We still have her music 

playing as our school bell and there is still a buzz in the school about it all. I 

can’t thank Kim Poole and Dudley Billing enough for the risk taking and 

hours of work they both put into making this happen. I also want to 

acknowledge the work of our P&F who supported this event by catering for 

it and advertising it. Thanks so much to everyone who made it an extra 

special event for the school.  

3/4 Sports Expo 

Our Year 3/4s had a fantastic day last Friday combining with the Primary Schools from Edith Creek, Stanley, Redpa and 

Forest to have a sports taster day. They played Hockey, Netball, Football, Taekwondo and Tennis. This is a brilliant 

opportunity for our students to meet children from other schools and have fun. It is also a preparation for the 5/6 version 

of this called 5/6 Winter Sport that leads into the big trip away to Launceston for Country Gold. This year Country Gold 

is on Thursday 28th of September.  

Cluster Maths Relay  

I want to congratulate our whole team on the efforts they placed into rep-

resenting our school so well in the Maths Relay held at our school where we 

competed against other public Primary Schools in Circular Head. From this, 

we have had two students selected to compete in the NW Maths Relay. 

Congratulations to Jhett and Westen.  

https://ncv.microsoft.com/4Lyk5FMfhH


Please return completed reading logs to school by this Friday, 15th September. 

Parent/Teacher Meetings 

With Parent/Teacher meetings/phone calls happening at the moment, now is a fantastic time to raise any concerns and 

celebrate any successes that your children are having. As always, it is great to partner with you and your family in edu-

cating your children and we know that you know your child better than we do. So please, make sure you make the most 

of these meetings/phone calls where your child’s teacher will share information that will help you to understand what the 

next steps are for their education. As always, I am always available to discuss anything, so don’t hesitate to book an 

appointment to meet with myself or a member of the leadership team.  

Less than 3 weeks to go! Let’s do this  

Thanks, 

 

 





This term we have been busy in 5/6 Nichols. Here are some of our highlights:  
 

Mattea: My favourite part was being able to be a part of the concert. I also enjoyed Maths when we learnt about the history of 

Egyptian numbers.  
 

Talia: I have enjoyed learning about fractions in maths.  
 

Tyler: I really enjoyed when we got to use M&M’s in maths. We had to sort the colours and display it in a graph. Eating them 

was definitely the best part.  
 

Hendrix: I have enjoyed the minute to win it challenges we have been doing in class.  
 

Alex: I really enjoyed being part of the maths relay.  
 

Billy: I have loved learning about putting fractions on a number line.  
 

Kuturah: In Literacy I enjoyed learning about the Last Fish and writing a sequel called Uncharted Waters.  

 





All students from Prep through to Year 6 worked tirelessly to learn songs, arrange equipment, organise the set and put on 

a concert to remember. Mrs Gausden and Shannon Heald’s new school choir opened both shows with a beautiful version 

of Cover Me In Sunshine. High School student Shayla Guest wowed the evening audience with her rendition of Ruth B's 

Dandelions. The main event started with an amazing whole school rendition of our SPS Original We Are Real, a song 

based on our school values: Respect, Encourage, Aspire and Learn. 
 

The Preps and Year 1-2s did a sweet version of Wagon Wheel in Harmony with Claire and her band. The Year 3-4s had 

us clapping along to an original of Claire's call I'm Going Home, about her love for Tasmania. The Year 5-6's did an in-

credible job on instruments and vocals supporting a yet to be released song of Claire's from her upcoming album, then 

audience and students alike pitched in on vocals for Claire's song Judge. 
 

Students and teachers alike should be incredibly proud of their efforts and conduct on both shows. 

Claire, Louie and Beau had a great time at SPS and thoroughly enjoyed the experience. We can't wait to do it all again next 

year with yet another act. 

Months of planning and hard work came together on Friday, 1st September as Smithton Primary 

School hosted two shows with Claire Ann Taylor and her band. 





CONTACT DETAILS 

27 - 43 Grant Street, Smithton, TAS, 7330 

Phone  03 6452 1955 

Email   smithton.primary@decyp.tas.gov.au 

Web  www.decyp.tas.gov.au   

2023 School Term Dates 

Term 1 Wednesday 8th February to Wednesday 5th April 

Term 2 Wednesday 26th April to Friday 7th July 

Term 3 Tuesday 25th July to Friday 29th September 

Term 4 Monday 16th October to Thursday 21st December 

Student Free Days 

Tuesday 7th February 

Thursday 6th April 

Monday 24th July 

Friday 3rd November 

Dates To Remember 

September 

Every Monday - 1:00pm to 2:30pm Pre-Kinder - for children starting Kinder in 2024 (born in 2019) 

Every Friday - 9:00am to 10:30am Launching into Learning  - Launchpad with Hayley Sharman (Birth - 5 Years) 

Every Friday - 1:00pm to 2:30pm Pre-Kinder - for children starting Kinder in 2024 (born in 2019) 

 

Friday 22nd - 9:10am School Assembly 

Thursday 28th Country Gold - Launceston 

Friday 29th Last day of Term 3 - Footy Colours Day 

October 

Every Monday - 1:00pm to 2:30pm Pre-Kinder - for children starting Kinder in 2024 (born in 2019) 

Every Friday - 9:00am to 10:30am Launching into Learning  - Launchpad with Hayley Sharman (Birth - 5 Years) 

Every Friday - 1:00pm to 2:30pm Pre-Kinder - for children starting Kinder in 2024 (born in 2019) 

 

Monday 16th Term 4 - students return 

Monday 23rd Oct to Friday 3rd Nov Early Childhood Swimming 
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