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RESPECT   ❖   ENCOURAGE    ❖   ASPIRE   ❖   LEARN 

We have had such a busy term with so much learning happening. We have worked with numbers, 

practiced our reading, run the cross country, looked at our bones and explored x-rays. 

We are learning how to partition numbers and explore using MAB blocks. We have also written amaz-

ing narratives and completed a unit of reading and writing about Tom Tom. 
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Dear families, 

It has been a big couple of weeks at SPS with students busy in 

their classrooms, learning and growing. With frost after frost, it 

has been good to see the sun out and smiles on the faces of students and staff alike. We were really lucky to 

have a decent bout of weather last Tuesday where we saw the Early Childhood Cross Country Carnival take 

place with amazing participation rates, wearing house colours and family attendance. Well done to everyone.  

I do have some news that I want to share in preparations for Term 3 and 4 for 2024. This is my 11th year 

working for DECYP and I have Long Service Leave accrued and will be taking it from early September, 

through until the end of this year. I will have an interim Principal step in to my role in my absence and this will 

be announced next term. If you have any questions about this, please organise a time to come and meet with 

me. While spending some time out of the school will be different for me and for the school, I have full confi-

dence in my amazing team of staff who will continue to take steps forward in the second half of the year.  

It has been excellent to see over the last fortnight so many families come in to visit the school for parent-

teacher meetings and also to have the option of a phone call. It is great to see the growth in each student and 

to be able to discuss what their next steps are. As we head into the school holidays, it is a good chance for us 

to reflect, rest, recover and get ready for what will be an exciting Term 3. Term 3 will bring its own set of activi-

ties such as 5/6 Winter Sport (and Country Gold), 3/4 Sport Expo, Pre-Kinder starting (advertising soon to 

come), Science Week (Science Gig), Book Week, Robot Man, visiting Musician with a concert, Maths Relays 

and finishing the term with the Early Childhood Swimming.  

As always, it’s important that we work together. My philosophy has always been TEAM (Together Everyone 

Achieves More). When parents, families and staff all work together, we give our students the best possible 

opportunity to succeed. I hope you have a fantastic winter break from school.  

Thanks, 
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5/6 Johnston has had a great Term 2. We were invited to com-

municate with an International School in Wales (UK). The Year 

5 boys of St Brigid’s school have been learning all about our 

little piece of paradise and what we like to do. 5/6 Johnston’s 

Year 5 boys have been constructing the letters and emailing 

them through to the school. They have met with some chal-

lenges such as different school terms (they don’t have the 

same as us) and are eagerly waiting their replies.  

In English we have learnt about information text structure and 

language features. We used this information to present our ide-

as to ‘King Mumba’ (pretend) on democracy and federation to 

encourage his country to adopt a democratic society. We are 

pretty confident that if there was such a king/country they 

would use the information in our texts to be convinced that de-

mocracy is a positive system of government. 

Maths has been challenging this term with a lot of work around 
multiplication. The students completed an escape room activity 
where they needed to complete the tasks to access a code to 
secure the school security system as it had malfunctioned and 
closed the school with all of the students locked in!!!!                            

A Lapbook 

A letter from 

Wales 
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Communicating with an International school!! 

5/6 Johnston Year 5 boys have been communicating with a school 
in North Wales (United Kingdom). They have been discussing and 
comparing their different lives and learning to appreciate another 
country’s values and beliefs. Congratulations boys on represent-
ing our school internationally and showcasing how awesome our 
school and community are! Here are some examples of their 
emails/conversations. 

Our letter 

Our first replies from Wales 
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Early Childhood  

Cross Country 

End of Term Assembly 

Spice Kids Eras Tour.  

Thanks for coming to SPS!! 

Jett represented SPS at 

Symmons Plains for the 

state cross country 
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Why turning up to school matters 

Every School Day Matters 

Information for Parents 

For more information go to: https://anything.tas.gov.au 

   Anything can happen - Department for Education, Children and Young People 

Every school day matters. Even just missing one day a fortnight can mean your child misses up to a year 
and half of their education, between Kindergarten and Year 12.  

See what happens when your child misses just…  

https://anything.tas.gov.au/
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CONTACT DETAILS 

27 - 43 Grant Street, Smithton, TAS, 7330 

Phone  03 6452 1955 

Email   smithton.primary@decyp.tas.gov.au 

Web  www.decyp.tas.gov.au   

2024 School Term Dates 

Term 1 Thursday 8th February to Friday 12th April 

Term 2 Monday 29th April to Friday 5th July 

Term 3 Monday 22nd July to Friday 27th September 

Term 4 Monday 14th October to Thursday 19th December 

Student Free Days 

Friday 7th June 

Friday 1st November 

Dates To Remember - 2024 

June 
Every Friday - 9:00am to 10:30am 

during school terms 
Launching into Learning  - Launchpad with Jayde Grey (Birth - 5 Years) 

Tuesday 25th - 1:30pm to 2:30pm Early Childhood Cross Country at SPS - weather permitting 

July 
Every Friday - 9:00am to 10:30am 

during school terms 
Launching into Learning  - Launchpad with Jayde Grey (Birth - 5 Years) 

Friday 5th Last day of Term  

Monday 22nd Start of Term 3 

mailto:XXX@XXX.tas.gov.au
http://www.education.tas.gov.au

