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In 3-4 Gausden we have been learning about the First Fleet.  

We learned about the lives of convicts who travelled from the 
United Kingdom to Australia in 1788. 

We created journal entries about convicts, some we made up 
and some were real. We compiled these into a class book 
called “Convict Tales from The First Fleet.” 
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It’s been fantastic to feel the buzz of excitement through the corridors as 
Christmas creeps closer and end of year celebrations begin. Teachers 
and students are making the most of opportunities to celebrate the learn-
ing and friendships that have evolved throughout 2024. It’s a timely re-
minder that, while the end of the school year is closing in on us, our rou-

tines and expectations continue to be very important, allowing all of us to end the year in a safe and support-
ive learning environment. Keep up the great work everyone! 
 

Early Learning 
Our little learners had a fantastic trip to the vet last Friday. Thanks Mrs Coombe for making it happen and to 
Mrs Williams and Mrs Close for supporting our families. Pre-Kinder students have two more sessions explor-
ing our learning environments before they become Kinder students in 2025. This Friday Mrs Jayde Grey will 
meet with families to support them with information about starting Kinder, including routines, what to expect 
and some opportunities to ask questions. This will occur in the assembly hall while Mrs Coombe continues 
with the Pre-Kinder session for the children.  Next Friday (the 13th) will be the final Pre-Kinder for 2024.  
 

Year 6 Orientation 
Year 6 students will spend this Friday, the 6th December having a trial run at being high school students. They 
will meet the high school staff at the school gym by 8:45am and experience a day in the life of a Year 7 stu-
dent. Have a fantastic day! 
 

Kinder Celebrations 
Kinder students will join their families next Tuesday, the 10th December for their Celebration of Learning. We 
can’t wait to share the learning and development of all our Kinder students with their families and our school 
community.  
 

Upper Primary Swimming 
Our 3/4 and 5/6 classes launched into their swimming program this week, the participation rates are fantastic 
and feedback from all staff is our students are learning so much about water safety – keep up the great work! 
Upper primary swimming will continue until the 13th December.  
 

Looking ahead to 2025  
Staffing is almost finalised and will be announced in our final newsletter. We are excited to announce our Kin-
dergarten teachers for 2025 will be Mrs Jayde Grey and Mrs Hayley Sharman. In all other year levels, your 
children will find out their teacher for 2025 when reports go home on Friday 13th December.   
 

School Data 
Mrs King and I have been reviewing school data and have been so excited to share our progress against the 
targets set at the start of 2024. Some noteworthy achievements are: 

• While our attendance rate didn’t quite get to where we wanted, only 2.9% of absences remain unex-
plained. Thanks especially to Kim for helping us keep on top of communication with families. 

• Safe at school – Our student wellbeing data tells us we’ve grown 10% higher in the number of students 
feeling safe at school. How fantastic! 

• Parent survey data also tells us we have very high rates of families feeling their child is safe at school, 
where our rating is above the state average. 

• Staff report feeling high levels of satisfaction relating to meeting the learning need of students. 

• 97% students participated in the PAT reading assessment and the growth in all year levels is worthy of 
celebration. 

• The number of students being identified as ‘at risk’ with their reading has drastically reduced over the 
year. 

 

Congratulations to our students and staff for their hard work, all year! I’m very proud of every one of you.  

Lindsey  

Lindsey Blake | Principal 
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On behalf of the Circular Head Show Society would you please pass on our thanks to the students and 
staff for their amazing entries in the Circular Head Show.  It never ceases to amaze the variety and quality 
of work that the schools produce and is commented on by the patrons on the day. The support shown is 
very much appreciated. Thanks again. 

Sue Smedley - Secretary 

Congratulations to Kinder-Prep Sharman for first prize in the Decorated Cupcake category and Kinder-

Prep, Prep-1, 1-2 and Year 2 classes for second prize in the Collective Exhibit - junior class for their 

Snail Art. 

Well done also to 3-4 Wilson, 3-4 Underwood and the Early Childhood classes for their contribution. 

What a great effort by you all. 
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Over the last two terms, Year 5/6 Fletcher has had the opportunity to develop their own business – a 
restaurant. This project was connected to several curriculum areas including English, Maths and 
HASS. Each learner created an advertising campaign that included, a company logo and slogan, an 
advertising poster, a grand opening invitation, a signature dish flyer, and a persuasive newspaper ar-
ticle. Along with these elements they also created an opening hours timetable, collected, and present-
ed data to help them develop their business and designed a digital floor plan. 

The most recent elements that were added to their portfolios were a series of procedures that could 
be found in restaurants including a hand washing procedure and a recipe for their signature dish. The 
final component they will be working on over the last few weeks of term is developing a budget for 
their business.  
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Key Word Sign 

Key word sign (KWS) is a communication technique that uses speech and sign together to help support chil-
dren and adults communicate. It is a strategy used for people with communication difficulties to get their mes-
sage across to others. 

KWS provides visual information alongside speech, which can assist visual learners. Learning KWS can help 
reduce the levels of frustration by a child who can’t express their needs and wants. 

The key words in a message are signed. KWS is not a sign language, but it borrows the signs from the sign 
language of the country it is used in. 

At Smithton Primary school we are working towards implementing KWS across the whole school. 



DECYP 

 

 7 



DECYP 

 

 8 

CONTACT DETAILS 

27 - 43 Grant Street, Smithton, TAS, 7330 

Phone  03 6452 1955 

Email   smithton.primary@decyp.tas.gov.au 

Web  www.decyp.tas.gov.au   

2024 School Term Dates 

Term 1 Thursday 8th February to Friday 12th April 

Term 2 Monday 29th April to Friday 5th July 

Term 3 Monday 22nd July to Friday 27th September 

Term 4 Monday 14th October to Thursday 19th December 

Student Free Days 

Friday 7th June 

Friday 1st November 

Dates To Remember - 2024 

December 
Friday 6th and 13th - 9:00am to 10:30am 

 

Launching into Learning  - Launchpad with Melissa Coombe 

(Birth - 5 Years) 

Friday 6th and 13th - 11:30am to 12:30pm 

 

Pre-Kinder - with Melissa Coombe (for children starting Kinder in 

2025) 

Monday 2nd to Friday 13th Upper Primary Swimming 

Friday 6th December Year 6 Orientation Day at Smithton High School 

Tuesday 10th - 1:30pm Kinder Celebration of Learning  

Friday 13th Christmas Parade 

Monday 16th - 11:00am start Final Assembly 

Tuesday 17th Whole School Picnic at Riverbend (Kinder to Year 6) 

Wednesday 18th Year 6 Day Out 

Thursday 19th Last Day for Students 

January 2025 

Tuesday 28th Prep - Year 6: Uniform sales and book pack collection 

February 2025 

Thursday 6th First day back for students 
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